
South KC Perspectives
By John Sharp

Economic development proj-
ects continue to blossom in 
south Kansas City, bringing 
good-paying jobs and new 
businesses to Martin City and 
surrounding areas.

FishTech Labs
The latest development is a proposed $10 mil-

lion project by FishTech Labs to construct a 
two-story 20,000 square foot building at 13333 
Holmes, the current site of a long vacant former 
bank building which will be demolished.

FishTech, a technology based startup company 
that will focus on developing next generation 
software, plans to invest about $8 million to con-
struct its new building and about $2 million more  
in personal property, according to staff reports by 
city officials.  This project will be one of the first 
buildings constructed since the establishment of 
the Martin City urban renewal area in 2009.

These reports note the company plans to employ 
about 48 persons at the facility with an average 
annual salary of approximately $119,000, includ-
ing software architects and developers, security 
engineers, and administrative and sales positions.

An ordinance approving tax incentives for 
the project was scheduled to be heard by the 
City Council Planning, Zoning & Economic 
Development Committee December 9.

MMC Contractors
This project follows on the heels of the ap-

proval by the City Council last month of tax in-

centives for a major expansion of the Midwest 
Mechanical Contractors facility at 13800 Wyan-
dotte that will add about 42 new jobs with an 
average annual salary of about $94,000, accord-
ing to city staff reports.  The work, which has 
already begun, is expected to be completed by 
summer of 2016. 

Sioux Chief at Richards Gebaur 
And just last week, the City Council unani-

mously approved a development plan for 
Sioux Chief Manufacturing Company which 
intends to move its operations from Peculiar 
to an approximately 70-acre site in the north-
ern portion of the former Richards Gebaur Air 
Force Base on the south side of 150 Highway.

The first phase of the project will include 
about 655,000 square feet of building space 
for industrial and office use, with a second 
phase containing about 434,000 square feet, 
according to city staff reports.  

Sioux Chief, an American manufacturer of so-
called “rough” plumbing products that are gener-
ally installed under counters or floors or behind 
walls, has informed the city it intends to employ 
between 300 and 400 employees at the site.

CenterPoint Redevelopment
This project continues the rapid redevelopment 

of the northern portion of the old Air Force base 
and its vicinity.  This already includes the Cen-
terPoint-Kansas City Southern Intermodal Cen-
ter where trailers are transferred from rail cars to 
trucks and vice versa, as well as the CenterPoint 
Intermodal Center industrial park and the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration campus 
on the north side of 150 Highway.

The CenterPoint industrial park includes a 
distribution center for Walmart and facilities in 
another building for the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Animal & Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice, Universal Forest Products and Really Good 
Stuff (a school supply firm).

Another 450,000 square foot speculative in-
dustrial building at 14901 Andrews Road on the 
old base is nearing completion and should be 
“under roof” in a few weeks, according to Jim 
Cross, Senior Vice President for Development 
for CenterPoint Properties.

Cross said the firm’s newest building on the 
site should be completed in February or March, 
and the firm is in the process of seeking tenants.

(Continued ‘Jobs’ on Page 2)
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FishTech Labs will build at 13333 Holmes Rd., 
bringing 48 new jobs to Martin City.

Proposed Development

Existing Site

Where’d it all go? Champion Mike Helton’s chili was so good his crock pot was cleaned out.  (Taste it yourself. His prize-win-ning recipe is found in this issue.)

Spicy chili. Barbecue chili. Chili with hot dogs. 
The competition was fierce at Reno’s Powers-
ports Annual Employee Chilli Cook Off on Sat-
urday afternoon, December 5. Over 60  custom-
ers came by the cycle shop to sample and judge 
15 different varieties of chili.  First-place winner 
was Mike Helton, with Spencer Dreas coming 
in second and Kurt Caldwell in third. Helton has 
won in previ-
ous contests as 
well, perfecting 
and improving 
his recipe each 
year.  The win-
ners each re-
ceived a mon-
etary prize. 

Customers got to sample and vote on 15 
different pots of chili. 

A Great Day for Chili

Check out our website:
www.martincitytelegraph.com
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Rapid Response Agreement
Two recent occurrences should further boost 

economic development prospects for the 150 
Highway corridor and the old base.

First, Grandview and Kansas City are in the 
process of approving an automatic aid agreement 
for fire protection and emergency medical ser-
vices that should improve emergency response 
times to this area.  The agreement has been ap-
proved by the Grandview Board of Aldermen 
and is scheduled to be considered December 9 
by the Neighborhoods & Public Safety Commit-
tee of the Kansas City Council.  

Currently, the closest Kansas City Fire Depart-
ment units are located at the fire station on Blue 
Ridge Extension in Martin City, too far away for 
rapid responses even in ideal conditions and also 
separated from the area by a busy at-grade rail-
road crossing.

Under the automatic aid agreement, the Kansas 
City Fire Department will dispatch both Grand-
view and Kansas City fire trucks and ambulances, 
and will send whichever unit can arrive the fastest.  

Kansas City Fire Department dispatchers are 
trained in emergency medical dispatching and 
can give pre-arrival instructions to bystanders 
on emergency first aid measures they can take to 
save a patient’s life while awaiting the arrival of 
an ambulance or fire truck.

Honeywell Manufacturing & Technologies also 
has agreed to finance purchasing GPS equipment 
for Grandview Fire Department apparatuses so 
dispatchers know their location when being dis-
patched and can track their progress to the site of 
the emergency and alert them in case they take a 
wrong turn.

Widening of 155th St
Second, the Kansas City Public Improvements 

Advisory Committee, on which I serve, on De-
cember 4 recommended approximately $900,000 
to widen and improve 155th Street from its in-
tersection with I-49 into Richards Gebaur, thus 
providing adequate access from the highway to 
the heart of the old base, much of which has still 
not been redeveloped.

Design work for these improvements is nearly 
complete, and with City Council approval these 
additional funds should be enough to allow this 
project to go to bid this summer.

During this holiday season, you’ll likely be 
spending money, in various amounts and in vari-
ous ways. And you can use this experience to 
teach your children about money management.

Here are a few ideas for doing just that:
• Stick to a budget. Tell your children you’ve 
set aside a certain amount of money for gifts 
and holiday events, such as hosting parties, and 
that you won’t exceed it. And if you have saved 
money throughout the year in a special holiday 
fund, let your kids know about that, too. This 
information should help impress upon them the 
importance of sticking with a budget and saving 
for a goal. 

• Discuss credit and debt. Ideally, you won’t 
have to use your credit cards to an unusual degree 
during the holiday season. If you do, though, ex-
plain to your children that using a credit card is 
not the same thing as “free” money, and that your 
goal is to pay off the card as soon as possible, so 
that you won’t have to pay even more for your 
purchases in the form of interest payments. 

• Compare short- and long-term goals. Explain 
to your children that your holiday spending is the 
result of having saved for, and met, a short-term 
goal, but that you are also saving for long-term 
goals, such as retirement. Depending on the age 
of your kids, you might want to go into some-
what more detail, such as describing, in general 
terms, the different ways you save for the differ-
ent goals. For example, for your holiday spend-
ing, you might be drawing on money from your 
checking account – or, as mentioned above, a 
holiday fund, possibly kept in a low-risk, liquid 
vehicle – while for your long-term goals, you 
might be relying in part on your employer-spon-
sored retirement plan, such as a 401(k). The key 
point to get across is that you have various finan-
cial goals in life with various means of working 
toward achieving them. 

• Introduce your children to investing. If you’ve 
already brought up the topic of saving for long-
term goals, why not take it a step further and 
give your children a doorway into the invest-
ment world? Specifically, consider giving them 
a few shares of stock, possibly in companies 

with which they are already familiar, and help 
them follow these stocks. One way of giving 
stocks to children is through a custodial ac-
count, which can be opened under the Uniform 
Transfer to Minors Act (UTMA) or the Uniform 
Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA). Keep in mind, 
though, that once your child reaches the age of 
majority – usually 18 or 21 – he or she gets full 
control of the money in the account. Plus, your 
gift is irrevocable. 

• Be generous. If you’re going to make charitable 
gifts, let you kids know about it – or even let 
them help pick the charities. It will show them 
that one purpose of wealth accumulation is to 
give back to the world. 

By providing some financial education to 
your kids this holiday season, you’ll be giving 
them a gift that can last long after the festivi-
ties have ended. 

This article was written by Edward Jones and 
provided by Bill Hudson, Financial Advisor at 
Edward Jones.

Joe Crawford, owner of FC 
Industries and Pet Cremation 
Services in Martin City, passed 
away December 1 at his home 
surrounded by family. 

Crawford was born April 1, 
1931, in Kansas City. He at-

tended Southwest High School and the Univer-
sity of Missouri, Columbia. He joined the army 
and was a  2nd Lieutenant during the Korean 
war. Crawford began working for his father-in-
law Jim Frey in the early 1970s as a manufac-
turer’s representative at FC Industries. Several 
years later, he took over the business which sells 
animal cremation equipment throughout the mid-
West. He and his wife Linda then started Pet Cre-
mation Services, a local provider to veterinarians 
and individuals whose pets pass away at home. 
Joe persuaded his son-in-law Steve Rohleder to 
join his firm 15 years ago, which allowed him to 
retire in 2013. 

Crawford was a grand adventurer, sailing nu-
merous times across the Gulf of Mexico and once 
to Cuba. He was a proud member of the Sigma 
Chi Fraternity and the United Methodist Church 
of the Resurrection among other organizations. 

Survivors are Joe’s wife, Linda, daughters 
Lori and Fred Eigenman, Aimee’ and Steve 
Rohleder and grandchildren, Andrew, Michael, 
Benjamin and Jacob Rohleder and Cierra Grace 
and David Eigenman.

Joe Crawford, Local  
Businessman, Passes



By Diane Krauthamer

“My new hearing aids…have made such a dif-
ference in my life. To be able to hear my grand-
son’s voice clearly and listen to the birds singing 
makes them worth it,” said one local customer 
after a recent visit to Pristine Hearing Aid Solu-
tions. When customers walk into the store, they 
are greeted with a warm smile and a free hearing 
test, and essential services that can’t be beat in 
the Martin City area.  

Pristine, which is open for business at its new 
location at 13610 Washington Street, (near the 
Pizza Shoppe) is a locally-owned one-stop shop 
for hearing aids and service. The store’s founder 
and owner Kerby Ball said he helps people of 
many generations—sometimes entire families—
fi nd the highest quality hearing aids. And the 
added bonus is that Ball ensures that his services 
are affordable to everyone; not a single customer 
is turned away due to fi nancial hardship.  

“We work with both Missouri and Kansas 
Vocational Rehabilitation services. If people 
are down and out on their luck and they meet 
some fi nancial requirements through the Starkey 
Foundation I can get them hearing aids for just a 
few hundred dollars, or nothing at all. And those 
are brand new hearing aids,” he said.

Ball closed the doors of Pristine at its former 
location in the Shawnee Mission Hospital cam-
pus back in June 2015, after spending years 
working for major manufacturers. He explained 
that the control that the manufacturers had over 
his work became an impairment for clients. 

“I decided back in June to go out on my own 
and open up my own practice and to be totally 
independent that way—not being directed by a 
manufacturer on what to sell and who to sell it 
to. So I thought this would give me the greatest 
fl exibility of servicing the client. I decided to go 
out on my own I decided to service anyone who 
came at my door,” he said.

Ball made the decision to move from Shawnee 

Mission to Martin City in September. Shortly af-
ter moving he found the demographics of a retire-
ment-aged community and convenient location, 
serving both Kansas and Missouri, to be mutually 
benefi cial for the business and the clients. 

“It feels like a real hometown—it has a small 
town feeling to it—and the people are real wel-
coming here, and they’re warm and they want to 
help grow your busi-
ness so there’s a lot 
of attention to making 
sure you’re success-
ful,” he said, adding 
that he is enthusias-
tic to be a part of the 
growing revitalization 
of Martin City. 

As for future plans, Ball says he might coordi-
nate with the local economic development coun-
cil and have a grand opening sometime in Janu-
ary. Until then, Pristine Hearing Aid Solutions is 
open for business and welcome to anyone who 
would like to come in for a free hearing test and 
a fi tting. No one will be turned away.
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New Business Opens Its Doors

Kerby Ball, owner of Pristine Hearing Aid Solutions, says his doors are open to everyone. 
Photo by Kathy Feist

Pet Cremation Services of Kansas City 
has been family owned and 

operated since 1995.
 

Our cremation services include dogs, 
cats, other small animals, and horses.

 
Complimentary walnut wood urn 

with full line of custom personalized urns.
 

Most importantly, we treat your pets with the 
care and respect that they deserve.

816-941-2009

13508 Oak Street, KCMO 64145

Restaurant to Close its Doors
After 36 years, EBT Restaurant, I-435 and  State Line Rd., is closing 
its doors. 

Named after the former downtown Kansas City department store, Emery 
Bird Thayer, the restaurant served fi ne dining  in an elegant setting, usu-
ally with live jazz on the weekends. While the outside was a UMB bank, 
the inner decor evoked sophistication, incorporating the original  columns 
and a brass elevator saved from the demolished department store. 

The restaurant will close on January 1.

don’t want to go out and get the paper? 
Subscribe

Name ___________________________________________
 
Street Address  ___________________________________
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1-Year: $20: Check one:    Mail it     Throw it
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For every $25 spent on gift cards, receive  

a $5 gift card for free. For every $50 spent, 

receive a $10 gift card. For every  

$100 spent, receive a $20 gift card free.  

Now thru Dec 20th.

330 E. 135 St.  Kansas City, MO

816-942-4999
www.rcschicken.com

Merry  
CHriSTMaS! 
Come by our Garden 
Center and see our 
selection of Christ-
mas poinsettias, 
porch pots, holiday 
center pieces and 
custom wreaths. 

816-941-2332
311 W. 135th St. , 
Kansas City, MO
www.rosehillgardens.com

Happy HolidayS froM 

Just East of 135th & State Line
13901 Washington St., Kansas City

(888) 759-5931
www.robsightford.com

WiSHeS you a Happy Holiday 
Step into the world of traditional Christmas: silver serving  
platters, Christmas lanterns, Cinnamon-Apple potpourri,  

European antique furniture, hand-painted Santa dinnerware, 
and a lovely abundance of accessories and gift items for every 
room in your house. When you visit, Harry the cat will be sure 

to give you a warm Christmas greeting!

At the corner of 135th and Cherry streets

816-942-6460
www.roomsthatbloomkc.com

Happy HolidayS! 
Connect with family and friends this holiday. 

Come in for a free test drive! 
Kerby L. Ball, MBA, HIS

Hearing Instrument Specialist Sales and  
Service of All Major Brands

13610 Washington St.

913-278-1200
www.pristinehearingaids.com



By Kate Walz

On Saturday mornings the parking lot at 
Red Bridge - Winding River Pet Resort 
is full of people and pets. You’ve prob-

ably driven by them. The farm-like location 
features a petting zoo and a bright red boat out 
front on Blue Ridge Boulevard, east of Holmes. 
Dogs wander the property, cats lurk on the 
edges. And on Saturdays, pets waiting for their 
forever home wait impatiently to load into the 
PetEx Transport van. 

Crystal Smyser is 
checking paperwork 
and greeting dogs and 
their foster parents. 
Smyser started work-
ing with dogs when her 
veterinarian, Dr. Dan 
Hecker, asked her to 
volunteer during a cri-
sis situation involving 
a breeder. “Dr. Hecker 
called me to see if I’d 
come volunteer and I 
never left!” she said. 

Dr. Dan Hecker owns 
and operates the vet clinic at the Winding River 
Pet Resort. After Hecker left a larger practice that 
he started, he opened this smaller one in 2004. 

The clinic, in a double wide trailer, has two 
exam rooms and rooms for treatment, sur-
gery, and recovery. The smaller space means a 
lower overhead, giving Hecker more freedom 
in what he charges for his services. Hecker 
treats a lot of the rescue animals that Smyser 
handles, and recently adopted a cat to keep his 
dog, Leon, company. 

“I would say he does a little bit of everything,” 
said veterinary technician Jessica O’Neal. “And 
if he doesn’t know it, he definitely tries to learn 
it.” When asked about the petting zoo out front, 
which features a donkey, a pony, two pigs, and 
several goats, O’Neal smiles. “It’s for anybody 
who wants to use it. Dr. Hecker thought it would 
be fun. And it is!”

The clinic is full service, with dental and x-ray 
capabilities. They also do most of their blood 
work in-house, including testing kidney and liv-
er functions before surgery. 

The organization also offers boarding and dog 
day care, which is done in a separate building 
across the parking lot. Dogs roam freely in a 
large fenced area, within another fenced area. 
“It’s kind of like being at home,” said Hecker. 
“They just get to play together.” 

On Saturday mornings Crystal Smyser, who 
runs the boarding facility, organizes the trans-
portation of homeless dogs all over North 
America. Today there is a van from Great Plains 
SPCA and a dozen cars full of pets ready to go. 
The PetEx Transport van will drive six hours 
to Minnesota, stay overnight with a pet foster, 
and then drive six hours to Manitoba tomor-
row. Most of the dogs were picked up as strays 
and nursed to health and fostered locally. On 

Wednesdays there is a transport to Denver that 
partners with the Colorado Animal Rescue.

“You’ll be okay, baby!” a volunteer says as 
she puts her forehead on the forehead of a dog 
preparing to leave. The dogs are many breeds, 
including dachshunds, bassets, and a lot of 
mixed breeds. They are yipping and eager to 
go. Crystal says although they are barking and 
anxious now, once the van starts they will all 
fall asleep.

 The humans say goodbye to the dogs they’ve 
been fostering, sending them on to new foster 

parents who may be able to find them forever 
homes. A little white Maltese is going to her 
new forever home in Canada. 

“It’s really hard because some of them, you now, 
they were at death’s door when we got them,” 
Smyser said. “But it gets easier as it goes, because 
you know they’re waiting for you. But like this 
little lady transports for me everywhere, and she’s 
been fostering this guy for six months, so she’ll 
have a hard time saying goodbye to him.”

Smyser and her team always need volunteers, 
whether hands-on help with the pets or fundrais-
ing, and they host youth volunteers on Sundays. 
More information about the Red Bridge - Wind-
ing River Pet Resort is on their facebook page. 

For information about volunteering with  
PetEx Transport pet rescue, visit their web-
site at petextransport.org.
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Finding a Home for the  
Holidays…and All Days
Pets and Rescue are Priority at Red Bridge-Winding River Pet Resort

Volunteers loading pets into the PetEx van.

Loaded pups. Doctor Hecker and Kim Barnes discuss a patient.

The petting zoo.

Want More Business?
advertise with us. 

Call or text 816-309-9248

A bored feline greeter.



By Ben Neal

The holidays are upon us, and it’s a time of 
celebration for spiritual communities every-
where. But there are many individuals and 
families who don’t have a church home, who 
might not know where to go, or how to cel-
ebrate the magic of the season. Here are some 
holiday activities in South Kansas City that 
are open to the public.

Kansas City First Baptist Church, 100 W 
Red Bridge Rd, is celebrating its 160th anni-
versary by hosting a “Living Nativity Scene,” 
Saturday, December 12, from 6 to 8 pm. The 
drive-through nativity will include seven 
scenes telling the story of Jesus’ birth; featur-
ing live animals (camels, donkeys, sheep and 
goats). Families will be given a CD recording 
of music and story to be played in their cars 
as they drive along the church’s inner drive.  
Those who attend should enter via the Wornall 
Rd. entrance, and exit onto Red Bridge Rd. 

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 
E 117 St., invites the public to attend its an-
nual children’s Christmas program. The play is 
entitled, “Love Came Down,” and will be per-
formed as part of the Sunday morning worship 
service on, December 13th at 9 am and 10 am. 

First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State 
Line Rd., is serving others this season by col-
lecting coats, gloves, hats, and winter apparel 
for the Kansas City Rescue Mission, as well as 
providing a place to recycle your old Christ-
mas lights. Donations can be received between 
8 am to 5 pm, Monday through Friday. The 
church choir is performing the Christmas con-
cert, “Heaven & Nature Sing,” on December  
20 at 6 pm and “Carols by Candlelight” at 6 
pm Christmas Eve.

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, 700 E. 
110 St., is hosting a Nativity puppet show at 
4 pm on Christmas Eve, using puppets of all 
different sizes to bring the Christmas story to 

life in a fun new way. St. Peter’s is closing 
their doors for good in April, so this is the last 
chance to see this unique and inspiring perfor-
mance.

John Knox Presbyterian Kirk of Kansas 
City, 11430 Wornall Rd., invites the commu-
nity to attend its Sunday morning service at 
10 am December 20th when the youth of The 

Kirk perform their annual Christmas pageant, 
narrated by Gary Neal Johnson and featuring 
music by The Kirk choir. They are also host-
ing a Christmas Eve service called “Home For 
the Holidays,” snacks and fellowship at 6 pm, 
worship service at 7 pm with choir and orches-
tra music, and “Carols by Candlelight” follow-
ing the service.

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 11822 
Holmes Rd., is hosting the “More Friends Se-
nior Dinner & Dance” (ages 60+) on Saturday, 
December 12th from 5 to 7 pm in More Hall. 
Cost is $14. This is followed by their “Holi-
day Youth Mixer” (for 7th and 8th graders) 
from 7 to 10pm in Flanagan Hall. Cost is $10. 
Younger children can come and have “Break-
fast with Santa” on Sunday, December 13th 
from 8:30 to 11:30 am. Cost is $5 per plate or 
$30 per family and includes pancake breakfast 
and photos with Santa. The church also hosts 
the “Cup of Stillness,” a time of quiet prayer 
every weekday from 2 to 3 pm through De-
cember 17

The Kansas City Chapter of the Self-Real-
ization Fellowship, 10819 Wornall Rd., invite 
the public to attend their Christmas social on 
December 13th, immediately following the 10 
am Sunday service. The group is also offering 
an all-day Christmas meditation, on Saturday, 
December 19 from 10 am to 6 pm.

New Day Church, 310 W. 106 St., is hosting 
a Christmas potluck on Sunday, December 
13 at 6 pm. Bring a dish to share, and enjoy 
the Christmas program put on by the youth 
of the church.

Celebrating Christmas in South Kansas City
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St. Peter’s UCC annual puppet nativity.  
Photo by Ben Neal

Apostolic Christian Church
301 W. Blue Ridge Blvd., KCMO 64145  
Kansascityacchurch.org
Red Bridge Christian Church
10842 McGee St., KCMO 64114
816-942-2684
Peace Christian Church
11511 State Line Rd., KCMO 64114
Peacechristianchurch.org
Martin City Baptist Church
520 E. 132 Terr., KCMO 64145
Martincitybaptistchurch.com
Kansas City First Baptist Church
100 W. Red Bridge Rd, KCMO 64114
fbckcmo.net
Anointed Hour of Glory
13423 Charlotte, KCMO 64145
mwj2.com/AnointedHouseofGlory
Red Bridge United  
Methodist Church
636 E. 117 St., KCMO 64131
Redbridgeumc.org
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
700 E. 110 St., KCMO 64131
kcspucc.org
Red Bridge Church of Christ
101 W. Red Bridge Rd., KCMO 64114  
Redbridgechurch.com
First Church of the Nazarene
11811 State Line Rd., KCMO 64114
Kcfc.org
St. Peter & All Saints  
Episcopal Church
100 E. Red Bridge Rd, KCMO
Stpaas.org

The John Knox Presbyterian Kirk
11430 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64114
Kckirk.org

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
11822 Holmes Rd., KCMO 64131
Stmkc.com
Greek Orthodox Church  
of the Annunciation
12001 Wornall Rd, KCMO 64145
Annunciationkc.org
St. Gregorious Orthodox Church
940 W. Santa Fe Trail, KCMO 64145

 
Christian Science Society 
504 E. 112 St., KCMO 64131 
Christiansciencekc.com
Red Bridge Congregation of  
Jehovah Witnesses
13120 Locust St., KCMO  64145
816-924-7499
The Church of Jesus Christ of  
Latter Day Saints
13025 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64145
816-942-8475
Self-Realization Fellowship
Kansas City Meditation Group
10819 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64114 
Kcmeditation.com
New Day Church
310 W. 106 St., KCMO 64114
Newdaykc.org

Did we miss you?  
Please send us your  
information or events to:  
martincitytelegraph@gmail.com

Church directory



It is the time of year when the story of Chris-
tianity’s origins is told over and over again. 
This year, the Dramatic Truth Ballet Theater 
tells the story through a performance of The 
Nutcracker.

From Friday, December 18, to Sunday, De-
cember 20, the professional troupe will be 
performing matinee and evening productions 
of the Nutcracker at the Goppert Theater at 
Avila University, 11901 Wornall Rd. 

The Christian re-write of Tchaikovsky’s 
original Nutcracker tells how the Holy Spir-
it (Sugar Plum Fairy) takes Clara back to 
Bethlehem to witness the birth of Christ, 
the heavenly host rejoicing, and the nations 
of the world presenting their dances before 
the King of Kings. The plan of salvation thru 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus is 
dramatically portrayed through the closing 
grand pas de deux. As befitting of the Nut-
cracker, one can expect breathtaking sets and 
beautiful costumes.

Dramatic Truth Ballet Theatre is a profes-
sional, neoclassical ballet company which 

tours nationally and 
internationally. Their 
ballets present Chris-
tian-themed pro-
ductions. The Dra-
matic Truth School 
of Arts, founded in 
2003, is located in 
Grandview and is 
the premier Classi-
cal Christian Bal-
let School in Kan-
sas City. Students 
from the school 
are eligible to per-
form in their an-
nual production of 
The Nutcracker. 

Tickets for the 
performance cost $20 at the door and $15 in 
advance. Performances are 7:30 on Decem-
ber 18, 2 and 7 pm on December 19 and 2 pm 
on December 20. 

For tickets, call 855-222-2TIX or visit 
dramatictruth.org.  
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Mike Helton, winner of Reno’s Powersports 
Annual Chili Cook-Off this year, was kind 
enough to share his list of secret ingredients. 
But he’s going to let you put your own twist 
on how to make it.

We assume once you brown the meat in a 
skillet, it all comes together in a big pot. Boil. 
Then simmer until done to taste. – Martin 
City Telegraph

Mike’s Secret 
Prize-Winning 
Chili Ingredients
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Art & Entertainment

Church directory

The Nutcracker will be performed at Avila University.

The Story of Jesus Told Through The Nutcracker

Community Calendar
friday, december 11
Crosseyed Cats.  Live Blues music. The Daily 
Limit, 923 E. Red Bridge Rd., 8 pm. 816-942-
0400

Thursday, december 10
Teen Screen, Star Trek Into Darkness. Red 
Bridge Mid-Continent Library, Red Bridge Shop-
ping Center. 6 pm. 

Saturday, december 12  
2nd Saturday Art Market   Handmade crafts and 
art for sale. Wing Lovers USA, 13164 State Line 
Rd. 11 a- 4 pm. 913-808-5391.
Storytime with Santa and Mrs. Claus. Red 
Bridge Mid-Continent Library, Red Bridge Shop-
ping Center. 2 pm. 
Avila Women’s Basketball v. Grand View Uni-
versity. Mabee Field House. 2 pm.
Avila Men’s Basketball v. Grand View Univer-
sity. Mabee Field House. 4 pm. 
Drive Through Live Nativity  Kansas City First 
Baptist Church, Red Bridge &Wornall Rd. 6-8 pm. 
Boomerz. Live music. Murray’s Tables & Tapes, 
12921 State Line Rd. 8 pm. 816-943-3333.

Sunday, december 13.
“Love Came Down.: Children’s Christmas Pro-
gram.  Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 
E 117 St.,  9 am and 10 am services.
Breakfast with Santa. Pancake breakfast and 

photos with Santa. St. 
Thomas More Catholic 
Church, 11822 Holmes 
Rd.. $5 per person or 
$20 per family. 8:30 – 
11:30 am. 
Children’s Christmas 
Program. Christmas 
Potluck.  New Day 
Church, 310 W. 106 St. 6 
pm. Bring a potluck dish.

 
 
 
 

friday, december 18  
The Nutcracker. Christian retelling. Dramatic 
Truth Ballet Theatre. Goppert Theater, Avila Uni-
versity, 119 & Wornall. 9:30 am and 7:30 pm. $20 
at door. $15 in advance. 855-222-2TIX
June Bug & the Porchlights.  Live music. The 
Daily Limit, 923 E. Red Bridge Rd., 8 pm.  
816-942-0400.

Saturday, december 19
Happy Kwanzaa. Music and storytelling with 
Brother John. Red Bridge Mid-Continent Library, 
Red Bridge Shopping Center. 1 pm. 
The Nutcracker. Christian retelling. Dramatic 
Truth Ballet Theatre. Goppert Theater, Avila Uni-
versity, 119 & Wornall. 2 pm, 7 pm. $20 at door. 
$15 in advance. 855-222-2TIX
Bucket Band. Live music. Murray’s Tables & 
Tapes, 12921 State Line Rd. 8 pm. 816-943-3333.

Sunday, december 20
Christmas Pageant. Nar-
rated by Gary Neal Johnson 
and music by church choir.l 
John Knox Presbyterian 
Kirk of Kansas City, 11430 
Wornall Rd., 10 am 
The Nutcracker. Christian 
retelling. Dramatic Truth 
Ballet Theatre. Goppert 
Theater, Avila University, 

119 & Wornall. 2 pm. $20 at door. $15 in advance. 
855-222-2TIX
Heaven and Nature Sing. Church Choir per-
formance. First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 
State Line Rd., 6 pm..

To be listed in the Community 
Calendar, send information to  
martincitytelegraph@gmail.com

 

Got news? 
Send it to: martincitytelegraph@gmail.com

We Care for all your pets’ needs: Grooming • Daycare • Boarding
Jay / Becky / Heather

Mike’s Chilli recipe
1 lb. hamburger

1 lb. Italian sausage

2 cans Rotelle

2 cans red beans

2 cans black beans

1 large can diced tomato

1 small can tomato paste

1 large onion

1 brick cream cheese

1 pt heavy cream

1 16 oz. Guiness beer

Salt, Pepper, Chili Powder

Gary Neal Johnson. 



By Topher Wilson

Much can be said for the Midwest’s contribu-
tions when it comes to the country’s intricate 
railroad network. In fact, from 1850 to 1900 
(the “boom” years for American railroads) the 
middle states added nearly 20,000 miles to the 
nationwide track system. This interconnectiv-
ity would go on to help thrust the country into 
one of the world’s most thriving industrial-
ized centers during the turn of the century. 
Locally, during this same time, the booming 
presence of expanding railroads could be felt 
in a big way. 

In the late1890s local businessman and South 
Kansas City resident Arthur Edward Stilwell 
(of Stilwell, KS and, eventually, Port Arthur, 
TX fame) began implementing plans to form 
his own railway company. He hoped to con-
nect many of Kansas City’s southern subur-
ban hotspots. However, Stilwell found himself 
needing a partner. So, in 1887, he joined up 
with a fellow businessman who knew the re-
gion and its transportation needs very well, Ed-
ward Lowe Martin (naturally, of Martin City, 
MO fame). The pair founded the Kansas City 
Suburban Belt Railway that same year. The rail 
system served everything from the Argentine 
district in Kansas (which encompasses what is 
now southern Wyandotte County, the Turner 
Community, and some of Johnson County), to 
the commercial districts in downtown, and all 
the way east to Independence, MO.    

Within a couple of years Stillwell and Mar-
tin looked to expand their company onto the 
national stage by connecting Kansas City with 
other networks of railroads being built in the 
American South. By doing so, this would al-
low those in Kansas City to travel and trade 
in the Gulf Coast as well as provide a very 
valuable train route to important port cities 
like New Orleans. This gulf route would en-
hance Kansas City’s position as a grain market 
and helped the city become the primary wheat 
market in the nation. The new slogan would 
be, “The shortest route from Kansas City to 

salt water!”, so in 1897 the Kansas City, Pitts-
burg and Gulf Railroad was born with exactly 
that goal in mind. 

Today the company still lives as the Kansas 
City Southern Railway and has come to exceed 
the goals of the original owners. Known in the 
industry as “The NAFTA Railroad” many of 
the lines extend from the Midwest to as far as 
Mexico City. However, the roots of the com-
pany are still undeniably local with the KCS 
headquarters found today in the Quality Hill 
neighborhood.     

“…from Kansas City to the Salt Water!
The Martin City/Kansas City Southern Connection
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Photo courtesy Kansas City Southern Railway.

Local History

Classified Ads
Just $10 per 40 words   Deadline: Saturday noon  816-309-9248

ClaSSified adS
Just $10 per 40 words   
Deadline: Call or text by 
Saturday noon  816-309-
9248. Or email martinc-
itytelegraph@gmail.com

ServiCeS
Crystal Clean housekeep-
ing weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time clean-
ing. No contracts. Alicia 
Babbitt 816-838-1167.

Computer Based Sys-
tems, Inc. Computer 
consulting and services for 
all your needs.  
816-589-1227.  
dave@cbs-kc.net

Carpet Cleaning. In time 
for the holidays. Dry clean 
your carpet. Hostess Car-
pet Cleaning. Drycarpet-
cleaningkc.com   
816-454-1010.

ServiCeS (continued)

Put on the glamour this 
holiday season with Mary 
Kay Cosmetics. Alvena 
Cain-Campbell.  
]913-748-7951.

Massage – Simply great 
massage. 14 years’ experi-
ence. 816-304-0991 

Help WanTed
Freelance writers for  
bi-weekly paper. Send 
letter and resume to martin-
citytelegraph@gmail.com

Ad salesman for bi-week-
ly newspaper. Call Kathy 
at the Martin City Tele-
graph. 816-309-9248.

Newspaper delivery. 
Must have car. Martin City 
Telegraph.  
816-309-9248 

for Sale
Furniture for sale. Dining 
room w/ 6 chairs, table, 
hutch, server on wheels. 
Special made pad for 
tables. Round large coffee 
table w/ ½ inch marble-
top plus carving on sides, 
French Provincial.  
Call 816-942-5720.

Guitars. Custom rebuilt old 
guitars. Better than new. 
Fender, Epiphone, Taylor 
and more. Call Pete.  
816-929-1061

Mower. 2014 Honda 
Versamow HRX 217 push 
mower. Used once.  
816-309-9248.

for renT
Commercial property. 
Historically restored com-
mercial building on old 
Main Street in Ottawa, KS. 
For sale or rent. Restaurant 
ready. 816-309-9248

Boys and Girls!
Get your Letter to Santa published  

in the Martin City Telegraph! 

Place your letter in the drop box at  
the Red Bridge Public Library  

or email it to: 

martincitytelegraph@gmail.com. 


