
By Diana Grahn and Kathy Feist

It’s report card time. Not just for the parents in our 
area, but also for the taxpayers who want to know 
how our public schools are doing. 

In October, the state of Missouri issued its Annu-
al Performance Review (APR), a yearly account-
ability measure compiled by the Missouri Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Education for 
its 521 school districts. Schools must meet a set 
of standards (see sidebar) to receive accreditation. 
These scores also provide accountability to those 
who pay for the schools.

We have compiled a report covering the two 
school districts in our reading area: Center and 
Grandview. These include the APR and other 
sources of achievement the schools chose to share 
with us from the Fall Semester.

center School district
2015 Annual Performance Report  
for Center School District
Overall Score:  92.1%  129 of 140 points
1. Academic Achievement: 89.3 %
2. Subgroup Achievement: 85.7 %
3. College and Career Ready: 98.3%
4. Attendance: 75%
5. Graduation Rate: 100%

This year the Center School District scored an 
overall rating of 92.1 percent, virtually the same 
as last year’s score of 92.5 percent. 

While a small portion of the Center School 
District reaches south into our suburban area, 
the district is proud to announce that it is the 
highest performing urban school district in the 
state of Missouri. 

“We are continually busting the perception 
of what urban schools look like not only re-
gionally, but statewide and nationally as well,” 

states Kelly Wachel, media spokesperson for 
the district. “Center is a place that outscores its 
demographics every year, a statistic that beats 
even some of the highest performing suburban 
school districts across the country.”

The district territory borders the state line and 
travels north from Minor Rd up to just east of 
78 Street and Prospect, basically following the 
path of the Blue River. The Kansas City Mis-
souri Public School District, immediately north, 
scored 63.9 percent. 

Points of Pride 

This year, Center High School scored 100 
percent in three out of four categories:  Aca-
demic Achievement, Subgroup Achievement 
and Graduation Rate. The fourth category, Col-
lege and Career Readiness, earned 96 percent.

Wachel credits a couseling program as one of 
the reasons the high school fared so well. 

“We counsel kids into Advanced Placement 
(AP) coursework, such as AP biology, physics 
and calculus,” she says. “Students believe they 
can take rigorous coursework and do well.”  

Grandview c-4 School district 
2015 Annual Performance Report for Grand-
view C-4 School District:
Overall Score: 82.9% 116 of 140 points
1. Academic Achievement: 85.7%
2. Subgroup Achievement: 60.7% 
3. College and Career Ready: 73.3%
4. Attendance: 75.0%
5. Graduation Rate: 100%

All Grandview schools received “Accredited” 
or “Accredited with Distinction” status. But the  
district’s overall APR score declined 7.1 
percentage points from last year, from 90 to 
82.9 percent. 
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Science programs are a source of pride for both districts. Legislative Consultant Steve Carroll posed 
with PLTW and robotics students from Red Bridge Elementary School. 

Science programs are a source of pride for both districts. Above, Legislative Consultant Steve Carroll 
posed with PLTW and robotics students from Red Bridge Elementary School. 

 an end-of-semester review on our area public schools

The overall APR score (maximum 140 
points) is computed by points earned in 
the following categories:

1. Academic Achievements Based on 
Missouri Assessment Program scores 
and data that demonstrates that stu-
dents are improving over time.

2. Subgroup Achievement Based on low 
income groups, English Language learn-
ers, and students with special needs.

3. College and Career Ready  Based on 
adequate post-high school preparation 
for all students.

4. Attendance Rate  Based on meeting 
the State goal that 90 percent of enrolled 
students will attend 90 percent of the 
time and that data demonstrating yearly 
progress is being made toward this goal.

5. Graduation Rate  Based on the percent-
age of students who meet graduation re-
quirements of a school board or exceeds 
the state standards or shows required 
improvement in meeting those goals.
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Kenny Rodrequez, Assistant Superintendent 
of Curriculum and Instruction in Grandview, 
attributes this decline to a 5 percent drop in 
Science scores. Ironically, the district’s Science 
scores for 2015 are the highest in four years. 
However, he explains the drop appears lower 
because of how the scores are mathematically 
calculated, which involves averaging in last 
year’s lower Science score.  

Points of Pride 
In addition to higher Science scores this years, 

the school also improved in English Language 
scores by 10 percent. 

The graduation rate is at 100 percent for the 
third straight year. 

Belvidere Elementary scored 100 percent for the 
second year in a row. Butcher-Greene Elementary 
achieved the largest APR increase in the district.

Other Achievements for the District
Robotics - Two robotics teams advance to the 
Lego League Robotics Championship at Union 
Station this year: the Grandview Middle School 
First Lego League Robotics Team and the 
Meadowmere Mechanical Maniacs. The Ma-
niac’s high score was 502, making them the 
first team in the region to get over 500 points 
in competition.

Leading by Reading – The district started a 
volunteer initiative called Grandview Reader 
Leaders, aimed at getting parents and commu-
nity members involved in improving reading 
proficiency. The first of volunteers is all Central 
Office staffers.

All Girls Engineering Class – The high school 
rolled out its first all-girls introduction to Engineer-
ing Design class. Currently 18 girls are enrolled.

Athletic Director Honored – Athletic Direc-
tor Steve Robertson has been named Kansas 
City Interscholastic Administrators Association 
“Athletic Director of the Year.” 

private Schools
How are the private schools doing in the area? 
Private schools do not receive funding from 
the state and therefore do not have to meet any 
state standards.  

By John Sharp

April may seem a long way 
away, but city officials in 
Kansas City and their po-
litical supporters are already 
making preparations for the 
April 5 election to renew the 
city’s 1 percent earnings and 

profits tax which makes up about 40 percent of 
the city’s general fund.

Due to a successful statewide vote bank-
rolled largely by St. Louis area billionaire Rex 
Sinquefield, voters in both Kansas City and St. 
Louis city must approve continuing the earn-
ings taxes for their cities every five years.  

Unlike many property and sales tax issues, 
there is no second chance if renewal of the 
earnings tax is ever turned down.  It must be 
phased out over a ten-year period.

Kansas Citians first voted on renewal of the 
tax under this new requirement in April 2011 
when they overwhelmingly approved exten-
sion of the tax for five more years starting 
January 1, 2012.

The issue passed with 82.6 percent of the vote 
in the Jackson County portion of Kansas City, 
68.2 percent in the Platte County portion and 
67.9 percent in the Clay County portion.  The 
overall percentage of victory was 77.5 percent.

About half of the earnings tax is paid by peo-
ple who work or own businesses in Kansas City 
but don’t live in the city, City Manager Troy 
Schulte told attendees at the December 11 Sec-
ond Friday monthly meeting hosted by Coun-
cilmen Kevin McManus and Scott Taylor.

Schulte said the city would have to triple 
property taxes or double sales taxes to replace 
the earnings tax if it was phased out, both of 
which would require approval by both local 
voters and the Missouri General Assembly.

He said city officials are hoping if the tax 
is renewed by a substantial margin again that 
city officials might be able to convince Mis-
souri legislators to allow longer periods of 
time, such as 20 years, before the tax must be 
voted on again.

Having such a substantial part of the city’s 
revenue subject to voter approval every five 
years puts a cloud on the city’s bond rating, 
Schulte said, which could cost the city and 
its taxpayers money for higher interest rates 
whenever it sells bonds for capital projects.

Speaking to a breakfast meeting of the South 
Kansas City Chamber of Commerce a day ear-
lier on December 10, Mayor Sly James said the 
approximately $230 million the earnings tax 
generates annually is a little more than the entire 
budget of the Kansas City Police Department.

He called the five-year renewal requirement 
a “harassing measure” that threatens the city’s 
credit rating and an example of state interfer-
ence with local control.

Four legislators already have filed bills to 
eliminate both cities’ earnings taxes that will 
be considered during the upcoming 2016 ses-
sion of the Missouri General Assembly.  Three 
of these legislators are members of the Mis-
souri House of Representatives from the St. 
Louis metropolitan area.  The fourth is State 
Senator Kurt Schaefer from Columbia, chair-
man of the powerful Senate Appropriations 
Committee and a candidate for the Republi-
can nomination for attorney general who has 
received a $750,000 contribution for that race 
from Sinquefield.

Since voters already are required to periodi-
cally approve renewal of these taxes, many 
political observers have said these bills may 
simply represent political posturing rather 
than serious attempts to kill the taxes.  How-
ever, considering the large campaign contribu-
tions Sinquefield makes to many members of 
the General Assembly, Kansas City officials 
are taking them quite seriously.

Local supporters of continuing the earn-
ings tax also are concerned that Sinquefield or 
groups he contributes to could bankroll opposi-
tion to the April 5 renewal of the tax and are 
planning to conduct an aggressive door-to-door 
campaign coordinated and financed through the 
Progress KC political action committee that 
will kick off right after the holidays. 

No tax is ever popular and opponents will 
undoubtedly come up with good examples of 
questionable city spending and inefficiencies 
during the campaign.

However, if influential local business groups 
agreed the earnings tax was that harmful to 
business attraction and retention they would 
certainly oppose its renewal.  That simply 
hasn’t happened.   Most agree it is the total tax 
burden and the quality of government services 
that influence such business decisions, not one 
particular tax.

As taxes go the earnings tax is much more 
progressive than sales and property taxes.  It 
also assures that persons who work in Kansas 
City but live elsewhere help pay the cost of 
city services they use such as police and fire 
protection, street maintenance, etcetera.

Given the lack of better alternatives for ade-
quately funding essential city services, continu-
ing the earnings tax for five more years seems 
to be the most prudent course for city residents.  

Sharp is a former City Council member representing the 
6th District in Kansas City. 

South KC Perspectives  

Earnings Tax Campaign Gearing Up
The approximately $230 million the 
earnings tax generates annually is a 
little more than the entire budget of 
the Kansas City Police Department

 – Mayor Sly James
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For a dollar, Suburban Lawn and Garden, 
will take your old Christmas tree off your 
hands and recycle it into mulch for landscap-

ing materials. The drop off is located at 139th 
&  Wyandotte. Call 816-941-2438 for more 
information.       

Christmas Tree Recycling



This is part II of our coverage of the Winding River Pet 
Resort. In the last issue we covered the animal clinic 
and animal rescue operation. 

By Kathy Feist

It was a classic game of Tag: running at full 
speed to outpace the others, hiding behind small 
buildings, breaking through a tight circle of sur-
prised pursuers as they noisily chase you again 
and again.  Four individuals sit by the fence con-
tent not to be a part of the hullabaloo. 

It’s a typical playground scenario. But instead 
of children, these are dogs playing outdoors at 
Winding River Pet Village, formerly Red Bridge 
Kennels, now at 1101 E. Blue Ridge Blvd.  

This is the kind of open environment that own-
ers Becky and Jay Walker and Heather Best had 
been searching for. Their former grooming and 
boarding business had been in a basement at the 
Red Bridge Shopping Center for the past 20 years.  

Just as they had begun their search, only a mile 
or two down the road, Dr. Daniel Hecker, DVM, 
had begun the process of putting his 17-acre pet 
facility up for sale. The grounds included a pet-
ting zoo, animal clinic and boarding and groom-
ing facility. 

“The day we called him we said, ‘Hey, we’re look-
ing for a place and we want yours.’ “  recalls Becky. 
“And he said, ‘Funny you should say that because 
I’m thinking of selling. So come on down.’”

“It was like it was meant to be,” she says. 
On March 1, Red Bridge Kennels moved to the 

new location and immediately began remodel-
ing. They gutted the building where the groom-

ing and free-roam boarding take place. They up-
dated the standard kennels which include 4’ x 4’ 
indoor runs and 4’ x 8’ outdoor runs.  Eventually, 
the three owners plan on turning an empty por-
tion of the property into an indoor agility course 
and training facility. 

“We are really excited to have free-roam board-
ing,” says Becky. “The dogs are loose all the time.”

Becky and Jay even board dogs in their home, 
upon a concerned owner’s request. 

“During the holidays, we can have as many as 
15 dogs at our home!” says Becky. 

“Maybe more,” says her unamused husband. 
Their 24-year-old son watches the dogs during 
the day.

Having 24-hour human access does not have 
to be a concern at Winding River Pet Village. 
Heather and her family reside in the house built 
on the property. 

After 30 years, caring for pets has certainly be-
come an art form for the owners. 

On a daily basis there are around 40 dogs 
scheduled for grooming (70 during the holi-
days). There are three groomers on hand and 
about a dozen volunteers who come in to sit and 
play with the dogs at varying times.

The move has been a good one, according to all 
three owners. 

“To go out there and stand in the yard with all 
the dogs running and playing is the best thing 
ever,” says Becky.

“Some clients come down and just hang out 
for awhile,” says Jay. 

They have maintained the majority of their old 
clients at Red Bridge plus gained the previous 
owner’s. Some became clients just by visiting 
the property. 

“It’s hard not to fall in love with the place once 
you have been here,” exudes Becky.
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Free Roam Boarding Keeps Many Dogs
and Owners Happy at Winding River

Heather Best along with Becky and Jay Walker 
moved their boarding and grooming business 
from Red  Bridge Shopping Center to off  Holmes 
and Blue Ridge Rd. last Spring. 
Photo by Adam Vescovi

Pet Cremation Services of Kansas City 
has been family owned and 

operated since 1995.
 

Our cremation services include dogs, 
cats, other small animals, and horses.

 
Complimentary walnut wood urn 

with full line of custom personalized urns.
 

Most importantly, we treat your pets with the 
care and respect that they deserve.

816-941-2009

13508 Oak Street, KCMO 64145

Two Area Restaurants Named “Best”
The DailyMeal.com named Jess & 
Jim’s as one of the top 50 steak-
houses in the nation. 

“In a town known for great steak, 
Jess & Jim’s stands apart from the 
pack, and did so even before Cal-
vin Trillin put it on the map in 1972, 
when he named it one of the coun-
try’s best steakhouses in Playboy,” 
says the online review. “Family 
owned and operated since 1938, 
this no frills, casual steakhouse is 
no pomp and all steak.” 

Jess & Jim’s was rated #45. Only 
one other Kansas City steakhouse 
made the cut: Plaza III Steakhouse. 
To read the rest of the review, go to 
www.dailymeal.com.

Fiorelli’s Jack Stack Barbecue 
was named Best Barbecue in Kan-
sas City by KC Visitors’ Choice 
Awards. Only four other restaurants 
were chosen for different catego-
ries. Go to visitkc.com to see this 
and other hometown winners.  

KCMO Councilman Taylor raises 
his glass to Boulevard and the Three 
Trails Commerce Center
Councilman Scott Taylor, Chair of 
the KCMO City Council Planning 
and Zoning committee symboli-
cally raised his water glass today 
to applaud the signing of Boule-
vard Brewery to a new distribution 
center in South Kansas City’s new 
Three Trails Commerce Center.  In 
the last year, the KCMO City Coun-
cil approved a development plan to 
encourage this to happen. He said, 

“Boulevard is one of our great am-
bassadors and a great example of 
how a small business can start in 
Kansas City and grow into an in-
ternationally respected larger busi-
ness.  We are extremely pleased 
that Boulevard has further invested 
in Kansas City with this new dis-
tribution operation in South Kansas 
City that will create new jobs and 
investment.”  

“To go out there and stand in the 
yard with all the dogs running and 

playing is the best thing ever.”

Mayday Properties
Kriss May

Builder and Remodeler

816-500-1998
816-309-9248

We Buy Houses in need of
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Merry Christmas!

Thank you Boys and Girls for your wonderful 
letters and artwork that you left for me at the 
Red Bridge Mid-Continent Library these past 
few weeks!  I am as pleased as punch to read 
them all. Thanks for letting me share them with 
the Martin City Telegraph. Keep being good! 
And have a Merry Christmas! 

Santa Claus
Dear Santa,
Hello Santa! 
(Many scribbles)
Jada Haire   Age 2

Dear Santa,
Santa. Hello.
 (Many swirls)
Zara Haire   Age 4

Santa Claus,
I have been fi ne.
Franklin

Dear Santa,
I have been having a good time during school. 
Are you having a good time during your work? 
I can’t wait until Christmas. 
Charles Greene  Age 7

Santa Claus,
I was having a good time.
A.J. Caines  Age  5

Dear Santa,
Is your wife ok? Are your reindeer all fed? 
THEN GO MAN GO! 
P.S. Please get me J.J. My Jumpin’ Pug. 
Katie Sparks   Age 8

Dear Santa,
This is what I want for Christmas. I want a huge 
Teddy bear or a glass doll.
Ava Roberts   Age 8

Dear Santa,
I would like a glass doll for Christmas or an 
American Girl doll.
Emelia P. Roberts   Age 10

Dear Santa,
I would like for Christmas a gift card to Chipo-
tle or an iPad Touch.
Sophia Roberts    Age 13 

Dear Santa,
I would really like an iPad. 
Thank you very much,
Zibah Wymer    Age 11

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like a 
golden retriever puppy please.
Noah Pfeifer   Age 12

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want Lego City Legos, alma-
nacs, geography books and record books and 
Metal Earth. You have to cut out the Metal 
Earth things. You can fi nd them at Crown Cen-
ter Toy Time!
Teddy Noel

Dear Santa,
If children see you will you put sand in their 
eyes? I want for Christmas is an American doll, 
My Life doll, puzzles, bouncy ball, money, 
jump ropes, books, coloring books, markers, 
bed, Monster High Clawdeen doll, sweat shirt, 
Color by Numbers. 
That’s it,
Merry Christmas.
Chandria Davis   Age 7 

Dear Santa, 
I want an American Girl doll, a thousand dol-
lars, a new phone. I’m pretty. I also want more 
clothes and Shopkins and jewelry. 
Thanks, Bye!!
Nevath Nicole Smith   Age 9

Dear Santa,
Can I have money? $100 should be enough. 
Thanks in advance, and Merry Smissmas!
Nate S.    Age 11

Dear Santa,
All I want is for a kid to fi nd a home.
Lily  Age 13

don’t want to go out and get the paper? 
Subscribe
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Special thanks to the Red Bridge 
Mid-Continent Library for their cooperation!

Santa



by Amanda S. Cherry

Holiday stress affects everyone. But when cop-
ing strategies include substance abuse, a local 
organization can help. Working with individu-
als, family members and children through a 
crisis hotline, preventative services and com-
munity organizations, First Call KC is the first 
call toward recovery. 

“We need to make it so it’s just like getting 
a flu shot,” says Molly O’Neill, President/
CEO of First Call KC. Reducing the stigma 
of substance use disorder to that of any ill-
ness like the flu, can aid recovery. “If you feel 
like you’re starting to get the flu you get your 
rear end to the doctor and get a Tamiflu pre-
scription. Nobody is embarrassed to do that. 
Nobody is shamed for getting treated for the 
flu. Well nobody sets out in life to become ad-
dicted. So why should we shame them for get-
ting help?” 

O’Neill further explains that with substance 
use disorder the stigma can impact a person’s 
ability to get early treatment. She explains that 

getting early treatment can impact your recov-
ery. “... with substance use disorder, if you 
start to be aware of the signs that you are abus-
ing substances, and you get help early on, you 
can avoid crossing that line into addiction.”

Many experts recognize the signs of sub-
stance use disorder as having an overwhelm-
ing need for a substance that negatively im-
pacts your life. O’Neill stressed that each 
person’s coping skills are unique and not al-
ways a sign of substance abuse or addiction. 
But holiday behaviors like getting high to cope 
with relatives, waking up unable to remember 
last night’s party or having a loved one sug-
gest there is a problem, could all be signs that 
professional assessment is needed. 

The First Call KC hotline 816-361-5900 is 
staffed 24/7 by professional counselors able to 
assess the needs of anyone in crisis, free and con-
fidentially. After an assessment, First Call KC pro-
vides counseling or referrals for individuals, fam-
ily members and children in the metro area based 
on a sliding scale fee or free of charge. No one is 
turned away for their inability to pay. First Call KC 

consolidates the process of getting recovery help, 
by eliminating barriers and reducing frustrations 
in dealing with multiple agencies. 

“First Call is very, very safe. Many of us are 
in personal recovery or remission from this 
illness,” O’Neill explains. The professionals 
at First Call KC understand the frustration of 
having to find help through multiple agencies, 
which can be a barrier. Simply put she says, 
“Healing begins at First Call.” 

For more information contact;

firstcallkc.org 
Missouri - 816.361.5900 
Kansas - 913.233.0747 
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Holiday Cheer Causes Holiday 
Fear, First Call KC can Help

check out our website:
www.martincitytelegraph.com

Three Cheese 
Roasted Red  
Pepper Dip
8 oz cream cheese, at room temperature

4 oz sour cream

½ cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese

½ cup crumbled feta cheese

2 red bell peppers

½ cup green onions, sliced thin

½ teaspoon garlic powder

1 teaspoon paprika

Crackers

Turn oven to broil. Place aluminum foil over 
cookie sheet. Place peppers on sheet and put 
in oven. When the skin on the peppers begin 
to char, turn over and repeat. After three to 
five minutes, remove from the oven and place 
peppers in a plastic bag and close. Let sit for 
15 minutes.

Once the peppers have cooled, peel the skin 
off the red pepper. Remove stems and seeds. 
Puree peppers in a food processor.

In a medium bowl, soften the cream cheese 
until smooth. Add the puree and mix. Add the 
sour cream and the rest of the ingredients. 
Mix until smooth. 

Serve with crackers. 

born
C R E A T I V E

born
C R E A T I V E

Advertising
Branding
Website Design

913.223.5415



By Kathy Feist

Has the holiday season left you feeling as stuffed 
as a turkey? Are the kids already bored with their 
gifts? Do relatives need team spirit?

Then you might want to head to Martin City 
and the Red Bridge area. Martin City especially 
is brimming with indoor sporting opportunities 
that make exercise fun. 

Holiday Camps for Kids
Eagles Gymnastics –  Don’t let your children 
bounce off your walls when they can do it at 
Eagles Gymnastics, 209 W. 135 St. The second 
session winter camp runs from December 28-30, 
from 9 am to 4 pm. It includes open play, games, 
obstacle courses, crafts, hot cocoa and more. 
Call 816-941-9529 for more information.

Mac-n-Seitz –  The baseball instructors at 
13705 Holmes Rd. are considered the best in 
the metro area. And it’s still not too late to 
sign up for the second session of winter camp, 
which run December 28-30. Fielding, pitching 
and hitting will be taught and perfected. For 
ages 8-10, camp starts at 8 am and ends at 10 
am. For ages 11 and up, camp is from 10:30 
am – 12:30 pm. A free t-shirt comes with the 
package.  Call 816-942-9992.

Red Bridge YMCA – Kids love the idea of 
swimming during the winter. Red Bridge YMCA, 
11300 Holmes Rd., is offering mini swim tutori-
als December 21 – 30 from 1 to 4 pm for ages 
4 through 12. Open to non-members. Call 816-
942-2020 for more information. 

Anytime Activity
Golfi ng – Martin City Sports Complex, 1 E. 135 
St., offers a 28-person double-decker driving 
range with heated stalls as well as putting rang-
es. Bring family along for a round of miniature 
golf while you perfect your swing. Call 816-941-
9000 to check on availability.

Minor Park Golf Course, 11215 Holmes Rd., 
would not normally be written up this time of 
year, but the holiday weather outside is delight-
ful not frightful. The golf course offers early bird 
specials, power lunch specials and happy hour 
specials. Call 816-942-4033 to reserve tee time.

Volleyball – Volleyball Beach, 13105 Holmes 
Rd., is offering a visit to the tropics. That is, a 
tropical atmosphere inside its heated, infl atable 
dome. This is one of the most popular places in 
the metropolitan area for sand volleyball and 
about the only one during the winter. Sign up for 
the winter league or drop by and watch the fun. 
Call 816-942-2820 for more information.

Paintball – Martin City Paintball, 13501 Holmes 
Rd., is a 17-acre park with all kinds of fi elds, 
such as the Castle fi eld, the Woods Ball fi eld, 
the Speed Ball Field and even a real army truck. 
They are offering a winter special on Saturday 
and Sunday, from 10 am to 4:30 pm, which in-
cludes $5 off various package deals. Call Martin 
City Sports Complex at 816-941-9000. 

Baseball – Mac-n-Seitz, 13705 Holmes Rd., of-
fers batting cages to challenge you and a friend’s 
swing. Batting cages are open to nonmembers. 
Call 816-942-9992. 

Swimiming – Red Bridge YMCA offers swim-
ming as well as work out facilities and exercise 
classes to members and non-members (an in-
creased fee for non-members). Call 816-942-
2020 for more information.

Running – You may think you can do this alone, 
but sometimes it helps to do it as a group. The Kan-
sas City Running Company offers groupie runs on 
a weekly basis. Headquartered at 411 E. 135 St., 
where they organize races around the area, their 
groupie runs start at their Leawood store down the 
road at 4760 W. 135 St. Call 816-569-4508.

Yoga/Exercise – Bene-Fit Health & Fitness, 
11128 Holmes Rd., in the Red Bridge Shopping 
Center offers yoga classes as well as fi tness in-
struction at its workout facility. Call 816-943-
8348 for more information.

Curves, 510 E. 112 St., offers many fi tness 
classes as well as weight-loss meal plans. Call 
816-942-5600. 

Gymnastics – Eagles Gymnastics, 209 W 135 
St., opens up its 18,000 square foot gym to  all 
children (not just students) for supervised play 
on trampolines, bars, beams, rope swing and 
foam pit. Open play times are Friday from 10 
– 11 am for ages 2 to 5 and from 5:30 – 7 pm 
for all ages, and Saturday from 1 to 2:30 for all 
ages. You call also enroll your child in a variety 
of classes. 816-942-9529.

Dance Instruction – For children ages 2 to 18, 
Pulse Dance Studio at the Red Bridge Shopping 
Center, was voted the Best Dance Studio in Kan-
sas City by KMBC Channel 9’s A List. Call 816-
941-2278 if you want to get your child enrolled.

Now Let’s Get Active
South Kc offers a Wide range of physical activities
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Sports

christmas Services church directory

Bountiful Fowl and Game

Great Restaurant and 
Libations

Comfortable Cabins

Great history 
(Mickey Mantle once 

stayed here)
 

Bigelow, MO
660-442-5165

Sportsmanslodgemo.com

Apostolic Christian Church
301 W. Blue Ridge Blvd.
KCMO 64145
Kansascityacchurch.org

Red Bridge Christian Church
10842 McGee St., KCMO 64114
816-942-2684

Peace Christian Church
11511 State Line Rd, KCMO 64114
Peacechristianchurch.org
• Christmas Eve Services 

6 and 8 pm

Martin City Baptist Church
520 E. 132 Terr., KCMO 64145
Martincitybaptistchurch.com
• Christmas Eve Service 6:30 pm

Kansas City First Baptist Church
100 W. Red Bridge Rd
KCMO 64114
fbckcmo.net 
• Candlelight Christmas Eve 

Service 6 pm

Grace Point Baptist Church
10415 Chestnut Dr., 

Kansas City, MO  64137 
• Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser-
vice 5 pm

Anointed House  of Glory
13423 Charlotte, KCMO 64145
mwj2.com/AnointedHouseofGlory
• Christmas Day Services

Red Bridge United 
Methodist Church
636 E 117 St., KCMO 64131
Redbridgeumc.org
• Christmas Eve 5 or 11:30 pm

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
700 E. 110 St., KCMO 64131
kcspucc.org
• Christmas Eve puppet 

nativity 4 pm

Red Bridge Church of Christ
101 W. Red Bridge Rd.
KCMO 64114
Redbridgechurch.com
• Candlelight Service 

December 23, 6 pm

First Church of the Nazarene
11811 State Line Rd., KCMO 64114
Kcfc.org
• Carols by Candlelight Service  

Christmas Eve  6 pm

St. Peter & All Saints 
Episcopal Church
100 E. Red Bridge Rd, KCMO
Stpaas.org
• Christmas eve 5 & 10 pm

John Knox Presbyterian Kirk 
of Kansas City
11430 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64114
Kckirk.org
• Christmas Eve fellowship in the 

Atrium 6 pm 
• Candlelight Service 7 pm

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
11822 Holmes Rd. KCMO 64131, 

Stmkc.com
• Christmas Eve  3 pm (Children’s 
Mass in Flanigan Hall) 4 pm, 5 pm 
(Flanigan Hall) 6 pm, midnight 

• Christmas Day 9:30 am

Greek Orthodox Church 
of the Annunciation
12001 Wornall Rd., KCMO 64145
Annunciationkc.org
• Christmas Eve, 8 – 11 am
• Christmas Day, 9 am 
• Matins with Divine Liturgy at 10 am

St. Gregorios Orthodox Church
940 W Santa Fe Trail, KCMO 64145
Stgregoriouskc.org
• Christmas Eve Feast of the 

Nativity 6 pm

Christian Science Society
504 E. 12 St., KCMO 64131
Christiansciencekc.com

Red Bridge Congregation 
of Jehovah Witnesses
13120 Locust St., KCMO  64145
816-924-7499

Self-Realization Fellowship
Kansas City Meditation Group
10819 Wornall Rd., KCMO 
Kcmeditation.com

New Day Church
310 W. 106 St., KCMO 64114
Newdaykc.org
• Christmas Eve 4 pm



Submitted by  
Bill Hudson,  
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones

The countdown to 2016 has just 
about begun. If you’re like many 
people, you might be mulling over 

some New Year’s resolutions, such as hitting 
the gym more, learning a new language or tak-
ing a cooking class. All are worthy goals, but 
why not add some financial resolutions as well?  
 
For example … 

… Pay yourself first. Even if you aren’t living 
“paycheck to paycheck,” you probably don’t have 
much trouble spending your money – because 
there’s always something that you or a family 
member needs, always a repair required for your 
home or your car, always one more bill to pay. 
But if you are going to achieve your long-term 
goals, such as a comfortable retirement, you need 
to invest consistently. So before you pay every-
one else, pay yourself first by having some mon-
ey automatically moved from your checking or 
savings account each month into an investment.  

… Take advantage of your opportunities. 
If you have a 401(k) or similar plan at work, 
take full advantage of it. Contribute as much 
as you can afford – or at least enough to earn 
your employer’s match, if one is offered – and 
choose the mix of investments that give you 
the potential to achieve the growth you need at 
a level of risk with which you are comfortable.  
 
… Focus on the long term. In the short term, 
you might be excused for not wanting to in-
vest. The headlines are typically scary, the fi-
nancial markets are frequently volatile and the 
future often looks murky. Yet, if you can look 
past the uncertainties of today and keep your 
focus on tomorrow, you will find it easier to 
follow a disciplined investment strategy that 
gives you the opportunity to meet your long-
term goals, such as a comfortable retirement.  
 
…. Don’t be driven by fear. When the market is 
down, investors tend to react with fear. Specifical-
ly, they rush to sell their investments, afraid that 
if they don’t “cut their losses,” they might sustain 
even bigger ones. If you can get past this feeling, 
you may find that a down market can offer you the 

chance to buy quality investments at good prices.  
 
… Forget about the “hot stocks.” You’ll 
hear friends, co-workers and talking heads 
on television tout today’s “hot stocks.” But 
by the time you might hear about them, they 
may have cooled off – and, in any case, they 
might not be appropriate for your needs. For-
get about “getting rich quick in the market” 
– it probably won’t happen. True investment 
success requires patience and persistence.  
 
… Cut down on your debts. It’s easy to pile 
up debts, but a lot harder getting rid of them. 
Yet, if you can reduce your debt load even mod-
erately, you’ll free up money you could use to 
invest. So look for ways to conserve, cut back 
and consolidate – it will be worth the effort.  
 
Making these resolutions – and sticking to them 
– can help you as you work toward achieving 
your financial goals. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

 December 22, 2015 | 7THE MARTIN CITY TELEGRAPH
Art & Entertainment

new Years celebration doesn’t  
Have to Be too Far From Home

By Kathy Feist

Fun is fun no matter where you are this New Year’s Eve. If you 
live in the area, you will not have to go far to find it. 

Murray’s tables + taps – This popular neighborhood bar at 
12921 State Line Rd. is featuring the band Souled Out from 
8:30 pm to 12:30 am along with party favors and a 4-course 
dinner consisting of an appetizer, salad, a main course and des-
sert. Reservations are required. $65. 816-943-3333.

Martin city Brewery and pizza+ taps – At this celebration, you 
get two parties for the price of one at these adjoining clubs.  
For $25 (in advance) it’s all you can eat pizza buffet at the pizza 
restaurant and prime rib, chicken piccata and accoutrements 
at the brew pub. The Boxley Brothers perform favorite classics 
from 8:30 pm to 12:30 am. Drink specials and raffles will be 
held throughout the night with a champagne toast a midnight. 
500 E. 135 St. $30 at the door. Call 816-268-2222 for informa-
tion.

rc’s Back door – DeeJay Gar V starts playing the dance music 
at 10 pm behind RC’s Chicken, 330 E. 135 St. The event includes 
a champagne toast at midnight with plenty of dancing until 2 am. 
There is no cost at the door. Call 816-942-4999.

Sand trap – It only happens once a year and it’s a favorite 
among Sand Trap’s clientele: the New Year’s Eve Prime Rib 
special. The bar at 13037 Holmes Rd is serving 12 oz. prime 
rib (not normally found on the menu) along with garlic smashed 
potatoes, a side vegetable. Call 816-942-0990 for more infor-
mation.

Jess & Jim’s Steakhouse – Live music will be performed in the 
lounge along with a dinner special. Call 816-941-9499 for spe-
cific information. 

eBt restaurant –  The restaurant has been flooded with reser-
vation since they announced their closing on New Year’s Eve. 
But it still deserves mentioning. Jazz pianist Reuben Pascattini 
performs. 1310 Carondolet Dr.  816-942-8870.

We Care for all your pets’ needs: Grooming • Daycare • Boarding
Jay / Becky / Heather

Time for Some New Year’s (Financial) Resolutions 

The Boxley Brothers perform at Martin City Pizza + 

Taps for New Year’s Eve. 



By Topher Wilson

At 510 E. 135th Street in Martin City stands a 
building with a unique history. The Martin City 
State Bank building is a fixture in its town and 
has been for nearly as long as Martin City has 
existed. However, the building’s long history 
also tells the story of one of America’s most de-
fining periods.  

The first years of the 1900s were booming for 
Martin City. The town held a prominent spot 
on some regionally and nationally significant 
railways. As well, sawmills and logging outfits 
brought sizeable amounts of money into the 
area. Such operations employed thousands of lo-
cals and kept local commerce steadily growing.

By 1909 the local economy was so industri-
ous that the significant step of opening a local 
bank was taken.  Investors were able to pool 
about $10,000 to get the doors open and the in-
stitution quickly became thriving. 

For the next couple of decades, the Martin City 
State Bank continued to operate and help the 
area grow economically and commercially. The 
“roaring” years of the 1920s would come to be 
the most successful for the bank. By 1926 its as-
sets reached an all-time high of nearly $60,000 
(an amount worth roughly $787,000 today).   

However, the Martin City State Bank was 
soon to feel the lasting effects of the biggest fi-
nancial disaster in American history. The Great 

Depression brought the prosperity of the 1920s 
to a grinding halt.  

To help save the country’s failing banking 
industry, President Franklin D. Roosevelt an-
nounced in March of 1933 that every bank in 
the US would be taking a “holiday”—i.e. tem-
porarily being forced to close. This would give 
the federal government time to examine each 
and every surviving bank in the country and 
verify which ones were stable enough for re-
entry into the nation’s fragile banking system. 
Unfortunately for those in Martin City, its bank 

would not open back up and closed its doors to 
business that same year. 

Currently, however, the building is as impor-
tant to the community as it has ever been—
though in a very different capacity. The building 
has undergone a remarkable refurbishment to 
resemble the set of the 1946 film It’s a Wonder-
ful Life. Each year around the holidays, people 
gather and tour the facility to promote the spirit 
of the season and foster a sense of community.            

   

From a Great Depression to a Wonderful Life:  
The Story of the Martin City State Bank Building

8 | December 22, 2015 THE MARTIN CITY TELEGRAPH

Martin City State Bank, circa. 1915.  Photo courtesy Cocherl Family LLC.

Local History

Classified Ads
Just $10 per 40 words   Deadline: Saturday noon  816-309-9248

ServiceS
Hughes Hauling. Clean up garages, 
basements, brush, junk, do small 
demolition and misc tasks. Terence 
816-536-7589

Crystal Clean housekeeping weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly or one time clean-
ing. No contracts. Alicia Babbitt 816-
838-1167.

Carpet Cleaning. In time for the holi-
days. Dry clean your carpet. Hostess 
Carpet Cleaning. Drycarpetcleaningkc.
com  816-454-1010.

Massage   Simply great massage. 14 
years’ experience. 816-304-0991 

Help Wanted
Freelance writers for bi-weekly paper. 
Send letter and resume to martinc-
itytelegraph@gmail.com

Newspaper delivery. Must have car. 
Martin City Telegraph. 816-309-9248.

volunteerS needed
Do you like animals? Looking for 
volunteer help for PetEx Transport pet 
rescue. Crystal 816-942-6160

For Sale
Furniture for sale. Dining room w/ 6 
chairs, table, hutch, server on wheels. 
Special made pad for tables. Round 
large coffee table w/ ½ inch marbletop 
plus carving on sides, French Provin-
cial. Call 816-942-5720.

Guitars. Custom rebuilt old guitars. 
Better than new. Fender, Epiphone, 
Taylor and more. Call Pete.  
816-929-1061

Mower. 2014 Honda Versamow HRX 
217 push mower. Used once.  
816-309-9248.

Wishing you and yours a 

A Happy Holiday 
from 
The Martin City 
Telegraph.

Want More Business?
advertise with us. 

call or text 816-309-9248

Got news? 
Send it to: martincitytelegraph@gmail.com


